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Dear Faculty, Residents, Colleagues and Friends,

We're still feeling the energy from the 39th Annual Barkan Day Research
Symposium—thank you to everyone who helped make it such a success! Your
engagement, whether in person or online, helped create a vibrant and inspiring day
of learning, connection, and celebration. Special thanks to our organizers, sponsors,
and presenters, and congratulations again to this year’s award winners.

In this issue, we’re excited to shine a spotlight on one of our exceptional residents,
Dr. Sumner Lawson. Her dedication, leadership, and passion for ophthalmology
embody the spirit of the Barkan Society, and we look forward to watching her journey
and contributions over the coming years.

We’re also pleased to introduce a new resource for our community: the Barkan
Society Job Board. Designed to support both job seekers and employers, this
platform will help connect talented professionals with meaningful opportunities
across the field of ophthalmology.

Thank you for being part of our community. We hope you enjoy this update—and as
always, we welcome your continued engagement and support.
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Warmly,

Dr. Bernd Kutzscher Dr. Robert Sorenson
Barkan Society Co-President Barkan Society Co-President

Meet Dr. Sumner Lawson, a rising ophthalmology resident at
CPMC whose journey to the specialty has been shaped by
curiosity, compassion, and a deep-rooted commitment to
health equity.

Dr. Lawson was drawn to ophthalmology by its fascinating
pathology, elegant surgeries, and the opportunity to make a
direct and lasting impact on patients’ lives. “It’s also a
specialty full of people | genuinely look forward to having as
colleagues,” she shares. Her decision to join CPMC was cemented during an away
rotation, where she found the environment to be warm, collaborative, and aligned
with her values. The opportunity to care for a highly diverse patient population
resonated deeply with her passion for equitable healthcare and global outreach.

A significant mentor on her path was pediatric [
ophthalmologist Dr. Michelle Cabrera. “Her dedication to
teaching and improving vision in children was truly inspiring,”
Dr. Lawson recalls. Currently, she is most interested in
pediatric ophthalmology, though she remains open to
exploring all subspecialties. She’s recently become intrigued
by anterior uveitis and is eager to build her knowledge of the
inflammatory, infectious, and systemic conditions on the
differential diagnosis list. Early in her residency, she’s also
encountered rare diagnoses such as pseudo Foster-Kennedy syndrome and Acute
Retinal Necrosis, experiences that have expanded her clinical reasoning.




Global health has been a part of her story from a young age—her family hosted
exchange students for over a decade, and she later pursued a degree in Global
Health and Education.

“One of the many things that drew me to ophthalmology was
its lasting global impact. | hope to incorporate that into my
residency experience and long-term career,” she says.

Some of the most meaningful patient encounters for Dr. Lawson have been with
Spanish-speaking patients.

“While I’'m not fluent, I've found that even modest language
Skills can go a long way in building trust and strengthening the
doctor—patient relationship,” she notes.

These moments continue to drive her efforts to improve her Spanish and provide
culturally responsive care.

And a fun fact that might surprise you? Before medical school, Dr. Lawson spent
four months working on a boat sailing around the world. Whether at sea or in the
clinic, she continues to navigate her journey with purpose, precision, and a global
perspective.

Whether you joined us in person or online, your participation was essential to its
success.

We were inspired by the energy and insight from across the ophthalmology
community —especially from the next generation of leaders. Congratulations to
this year’s award winners for their outstanding achievements.

Special thanks to our sponsors for their generous support and to the organizers
whose hard work made the day run seamlessly.

If you are seeking CME credit, please keep an eye out for a separate email
from Sutter’s CME Department in the next few weeks. It will contain a brief
survey that must be completed in order to receive your credit.

We appreciate your continued support and look forward to seeing you next year!



As part of our ongoing effort to support our ophthalmology community, we’re
launching a Job Board section in our bimonthly newsletter to highlight open
positions in the field. If you or your organization have any ophthalmology job
opportunities—whether for residents, fellows, or practicing physicians—we’d love to
include them.

Residents, if you have started searching for an ideal practice position, please
stop by the PVF office adjacent to the conference room. Speak with Blanca or
Olivia, who will get you started to create a job posting that will be widely distributed.

Please feel free to send any postings or relevant details to
bbrosig@pacificvisionfoundation.org, and we'll make sure they’re featured in the
upcoming issue.

Thank you for helping us keep our community connected and informed!
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